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URBAN 


SKiPTON 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Sixty-first 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1 940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  ray  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  your 
District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1940. 

The  Report  is  an  “Ordinary  Report”  drawn  up  on  the  lines  suggested  in  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  1961,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  economy  cuts  recommended  by  the 
Central  Authority  and  local  Councils,  repetition  is  avoided  by  reference  to  information  given 
in  previous  reports. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  showed  less  than  the  usual  variation.  Non-notifiable 
diseases — Measles  10  cases  and  Whooping  Cough  15 — were  certainly  prevalent ;  Scarlet 
Fever  slightly  above  and  Diphtheria  below  average. 

As  shown  later  under  Vital  Stati.stics,  the  birth-rate  was  lower  and  the  death-rate 
,and  infant  mortality  higher  than  in  1940. 


A.— NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


1.  PHYSICAL  FEATURES  i 

'  See  previous  Reports. 

2.  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  ) 


3.  GENERAL  DETAILS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Area  (acres) 

Population  (1921  Census)  . 

Population  (1931  Census) 

Population  (1940  estimated) 
Inhabited  Houses  (1940  estimated) 

Rateable  Value  . 

Sums  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate... 


...  4,211 

...  12,013 

...  12,461 

...  12,990 

...  4,009  X 

...  £88,963 
£348 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(a)  Births. 

The  Births  registered  as  occurring  in  or  belonging  to  the  District  were  166. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  90  males  and  68  females. 

Illegitimate  .  8  males  and  0  female. 

Birth-rate  on  an  estimated  population  of  12,990  is  equivalent  to  12-7  per  1,000,  com¬ 
pared  with  11-6,  13-1  and  12-4  in  the  previous  three  years,  with  12,-4  for  the  Craven  Com¬ 
bined  Districts,  and  with  14-6  for  England  and  Wales. 

(b)  Deaths. 

The  deaths,  after  correction  by  the  inward  transfer  of  residents  dying  outside  the 
District  and  the  outward  transfer  of  non-residents  dying  inside  the  District,  numbered  85 
males  and  101  females — a  total  of  186. 

The  Death-rate  is  thus  14-3,  compared  with  14-3,  11-8  and  13-7  in  the  previous  three 
years,  with  14-3  for  the  Craven  Combined  Districts,  and  14-3  for  England  and  Wales. 

(c)  Infant  Mortality. 

The  infant  deaths,  as  corrected  by  the  Registrar  General,  were  9  males  and  5  females — 
all  legitimate. 

The  infant  mortality  was  therefore  84  per  1,000  births,  compared  with  87,  30  and  56 
in  the  previous  three  years,  with  51  for  the  Craven  Districts,  and  55  for  England  and  Wales. 

(d)  Still  Births. 

Number  of  still  births  registered,  5. 

Percentage  of  still  births  to  total  births  (alive  and  still  born),  3'0,  compared  with  3 '8 
in  Craven  Urban  and  4 ’9  in  Craven  Rural  Districts. 

(e)  Maternal  Mortality. 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  from  puerperal  causes — 0. 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — nil,  compared  with  3-9  for  the  Craven  Combined 
District  and  2-1  for  England  and  Wales. 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

The  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  namely.  Small  Pox,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever  and  Diarrhoea,  were  responsible  for  1  death, 
compared  with  1,  0  and  1  in  previous  three  years. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate,  therefore,  was  -00,  compared  with  -07,  -00  and  -00  in  the 
previous  three  years,  and  with  -03  in  the  Craven  Combined  Districts. 
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CAUSES  Of  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Skipton 
Urban  District,  1940. 

All  Causes  . 


1  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

2  Measles  . 

3  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  . 

4  Whooping  Cough  . 

5  Diphtheria  . 

6  Induenza  . 

7  Encephalitis  lethargies 

8  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

11  Syphilis  ...  . 

12  General  Paralysis  of  insane,  tabes 

dorsalis 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease  . 

14  Diabetes  ...  . 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c.  ... 

16  Heart  disease  ...  . 

17  Aneurysm 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

19  Bronchitis 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

22  Peptic  ulcer  ... 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc.,  under  2  years 

24  Appendicitis  ... 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

26  Other  diseases  of  liver 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

29  Puerperal  sepsis 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

31  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 

&c. 

32  Suicide 

33  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

34  Other  deaths  from  violence  ... 

35  Other  defined  diseases  . • 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35 

above) : 

Small-pox 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis 


I 


M.  F. 
85  101 


—  1 
2  — 


5  3 

1  — 


9  18 

2  3 
11  22 
22  28 

5  2 

3  6 
2  2 

—  3 

3  — 


To  the  total  death-rate  of  14-3 

Infectious  Diseases  contributed 
Tuberculosis  „ 

Cancer  „ 

Heart  Disease  „ 

Respiratory  Diseases  „ 
Apoplexy  ,, 

Violence  •  „ 

Premature  Birth,  See.  „ 

Other  Diseases  „ 


•00 

•67 

2- 07 

3- 84 

1- 23 

2- 54 
•23 
•61 

31 


1  1 
3  2 


General  death-rate  is  average,  infant 
mortality  high,  and  maternal  mortality 
nil. 


5  3 

2  1 
9  6 


AGES  AT  DEATH  (approximate). 


Age. 

Deaths. 

■  Percentage. 

Period  of  Life. 

0—1 

14 

7-5 

Infancy 

1—5 

2 

10 

Early  Childhood 

5 — 15 

1 

•5 

School 

15 — 65 

62 

33  3 

Working 

65  upwards 

107 

57-5 

Autumn  and  Winter 
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B. — GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

1.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

M.O.H. — William  Scattebty,  M.A.,  M.D.,  C.M.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector — F.  Holmes,  M.S.I.A. 

2.— HOSPITALS,  CLINICS,  PROFESSIONAL  NURSING,  etc. 

There  has  been  no  development  or  change  in  the  services  provided  by  the  Council 
during  the  year. 

C. — SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

1.— WATER  SUPPLY. 

A  general  description  of  the  town’s  water  undertaking  was  gh^en  in  the  Report  for 
1930.  The  supply  in  any  normal  year  is  more  than  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  town, 
even  although  the  average  daily  consumption  for  domestic  and  trade  purposes  exceeds  49 
gallons  per  head  of  the  population.  3,995  houses  are  on  the  public  service,  leaving  20  out¬ 
lying  houses  and  farms  on  private  supplies.  The  quality  of  the  water  suppliedis  satisfactory 
both  bacteriologically  and  as  regards  non-plumbo  solvency. 

2.— SEWERAGE  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  following  details  supplied  by  your  Inspector  are  of  interest : — 

“There  is  a  fairly  complete  system  of  sewerage  in  the  town,  no  extensions  of  mains 
being  required  during  the  year. 

At  the  Sewage  Works,  no  alterations.  A  scheme  converting  Ings  Lane  pumping 
plant  from  gas  to  automatic  electric  power,  for  dealing  with  the  sewage  of  Broughton  Road 
district  was  completed. 

3.— CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  SCAVENGING,  &c. 

The  town  is  cn  the  water  carriage  system,  there  being  3,857  water  closets,  8  waste 
water  closets,  and  only  4  privies.  16  cisterns  with  proper  flushing  arrangements  were  in¬ 
stalled  during  the  year,  compared  with  55,  46  and  42  in  the  previous  three  years  ;  4  water 
closets  were  provided  and  16  re-conditioned. 

ScAVENiNG.^Four  ashpits  were  abolished  and  8  removeable  ashbins  provided  in  their 

place. 

Refuse  Removal. — Owing  to  the  national  demand  for  waste  paper  and  other  refuse 
of  salvage  value,  baling  was  continued,  and  to  stimulate  interest  and  co-operation  a  Salvage 
Week  was  organised  at  the  Town  Hall  during  Information  Week  Exhibition.  A  stall  with 
appropriate  exhibits  appealing  for  salvage  had  for  a  time  the  desired  response. 

The  vehicles  in  use  now  consist  of  two  7  cub.  yds.  and  one  4^  cub.  yds.  motor  waggons, 
all  of  the  covered  type. 

Refuse  Disposal.— The  bulk  of  the  town’s  refuse  is  tipped  under  controlled  methods 
on  low-lying  ground  off  Carleton  Road,  Ings  Lane,  and  Short  Bank  Road — the  latter  site 
being  for  heavy  trade  refuse  only.  No  complaint  has  been  received  regarding  the  condition 
of  the  tips. 

During  the  year  2,254  loads,  weighing  3,755  tons,  were  collected  and  tipped,  at  a  cost  of 
10s.  3d.  per  ton,  including  cost  of  disposal  and  profits  on  salvage. 

4.— SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1940  : 
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Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  .  58 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  .  4 

Number  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  inspected  . 1,038 

House  drains  repaired,  cleansed,  &c .  32 

House  drains  trapped  and  ventilated  .  .  4 

New  Baths  fitted . I.  ...  6 

Waste  pipes  trapped  .  10 

Water  Closets  repaired,  cleansed,  &c .  16 

Water  Closets  supplied  with  water  .  16 

Water  Closets  provided  .  .  4 

Ashpits,  etc.,  converted  to  Bins .  .  4 

Ashpits  repaired  and  covered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung,  stagnant  water,  animal  and  other 

water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...»  . .  3 

Eaves  Troughs  provided  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

R>^moval  of  animals  improerly  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Filthy  Houses  ordered  to  be  cleamsed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Overcrowding  (Housing  Act,  1935  standard)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Smoke  Records  taken  (15  observations)  ...  ...  ,..  — 

Offensive  Trades  complained  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Schools  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  — 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  .  59 

Common  Lodginghouse  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Slaughterhoase  inspections  ...  ...  .  450 

Bakehouse  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Dairies  and  Cowshed  inspections .  ...  ...  ...  13 

Milkshop  in-spections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Canal  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  .  6 

Premises  examined  under  “Factory  and  Wonshops  Act”  ...  10 

Plans  approved  ...  ...  ...  .  23 

Plans  disapproved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  .  ...  2 

Preliminary  Notices  (informal)  .  58 

5.— PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS. 

(a)  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  is  only  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  district  and  this  was  regularly  in¬ 
spected  as  to  cleanliness  of  bedding,  floors  and  whitewa.shing.  Although  these  premises 
cannot  be  .said  to  be  ideal,  they  .supply  a  need.  Number  of  lodgers  provided  for,  40. 

(b)  Bakehouses. 

There  are  18  bakehouses  in  the  town.  The  general  arrangement  and  condition  were 
found  satisfactory,  except  in  two  instances,  where  whitewashing  was  overdue  but  remedied 
after  notice. 

(c)  Offensive  Trades. 

One  tripe-boiling  business  in  operation,  one  gut-scraping  business  discontinued,  both 
in  connection  with  the  Public  Abattoir. 

(d)  Smoke  Abatement. 

The  following  observations  by  your  Inspector  are  interesting ; 

“No  observations  were  taken  during  the  year. 

A  Soot  Gauge  to  collect  the  atmospheric  deposit  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  deleterious 
matter  in  the  air  is  in  operation.  The  West  Riding  County  Council  defray  the  cost  of  the 
monthly  analyses  and  compare  the  results  with  those  of  larger  towns. 

During  the  year  monthly  analyses  showed  an  average  deposit  of  15  A  tons  per  square 
mile,  compared  with  16-4  tons  last  year. 
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(e)  Factories  and  Workshops. 

A  Register  Record  Book  and  Fire  Escape  Book  are  kept,  in  which  are  entered  details 
as  to  sanitation,  air  space,  ventilation,  drainage,  cleanliness,  etc. 

Number  of  factories  on  register  28,  workshops  76.  Ten  inspections  of  workshops  and 
8  of  factories  were  made  during  the  year.  Want  of  cleanliness  in  2  and  other  nuisances  in  4 
instances  were  duly  remedied.  Lime  washing  overdue  in  2  cases  was  carried  out  after  notice. 

(f)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

Plans  for  new  Baths  have  been  prepared  and  application  made  for  a  grant  for  con¬ 
struction. 


None  in  the  district. 


(g)  Camping  Sites. 


(h)  Eradication  of  Bed-bugs. 

Number  of  infested  houses,  5  ;  previous  year,  4  ;  one  being  a  Council  house. 

Remedial  measures  adopted  :  Intense  fumigation  by  sulphur  compound  (Cimex)  and 
spraying  by  insecticides,  particular  attention  being  given  to  bedding,  mattresses,  and  skirt¬ 
ing  boards.  Disinfection  is  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

(i)  Shop  Act. 

The  W.R.C.C.  is  the  authority  empowered  to  enforce  hours  of  employment,  the  Urban 
Council  being  responsible  for  all  sanitary  arrangements.  Inspections  made,  4. 

There  are  no  regular  out-workers,  although  occasionally  at  a  busy  season  some  tailor¬ 
ing  or  dressmaking  work  may  be  taken  home.  One  notice  of  such  was  received  during  the 
year. 


(j)  Canal  Boats. 

Inspections  made,  6.  Infringements  found,  2 — painting  of  cabins  and  leaking  deck — 
were  remedied  after  notice.  In  11  other  cases  complaints  were  investigated  and  dealt 
with. 


(k)  Rats  Destruction  Act. 

The  campaign  against  these  rodents  resulted  in  1,056  being  killed,  mostly  on  the  tips. 
During  “Rat  Week”  92  were  destroyed.  Baits  of  rat-poison  were  laid  with  good  effect. 


(1)  Unwanted  Pets. 


95  dogs  and  74  cats  were  destroyed  in  the  Gas  Works  lethal  chamber.  Residence  of 
Inspector  :  45,  Otley  Road,  Skipton.” 


F.  HOLMES,  M.S.I.A. 


6.— SCHOOLS. 

The  five  elementary  and  two  secondary  schools  have  all  town’s  water  laid  on  and  are 
provided  with  water  closets  with  automatic  flushing  apparatus,  the  majority  with  separate 
flushing  cisterns. 

There  was  slight  interference  with  school  attendance  by  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 
The  following  cases  were  reported  by  the  local  Education  Authority,  etc.  : 

Whooping  Cough  :  14  cases.  Measles  :  13  cases. 

Medical  inspection  is  undertaken  by  West  Riding  Education  Authority  and  a  separate 
report  issued  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

A  School  Clinic  is  held  every  forenoon  in  the  Wesleyan  School  for  treatment  of  minor 
ailments.  • 
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D.— HOUSING. 

STATISTICS. 

(a)  Number  of  NEW  HOUSES  erected  during  1940  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  .  ...  .  — 

(ii)  By  private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  4 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  During  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  ...  ...  ...  26 

(b)  Number  of  insiiections  made  for  the  purpose  .  26 

(1)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (including  under  subhead  (1)  above  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925)  .  ...  .  ...  ...  26 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  .  56 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 

sub  head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  20 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  .  22 

Housing  Sufficiency. — Housing  activities  have  necessarily  been  in  abeyance  since  the 
outbreak  of  war  in  September,  1939.  The  demand  for  houses  of  the  semi-detached  type  has 
been  intensified,  but  only  four  new  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise.  Last 
year  the  Council  decided  to  deal  further  with  some  older  insanitary  houses  and  a  further 
survey  was  arranged,  but  had  to  be  deferred  because  of  the  difficulty  of  providing  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  displaced  tenants,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  evident  risks  of  over¬ 
crowding  due  to  influx  of  “evacuees” — private  and  official. 

The  Medical  Officer’s  Report  on  the  derelict  property  belonging  to  the  Government  in 
Newmarket  Street  and  the  Council’s  efforts  for  its  demolition  have  not  been  successful. 


E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1.— MILK  AND  COW  SHEDS. 

There  are  12  cowkeepers,  13  cowsheds  and  approximately  190  cows  in  the  district. 
All  were  inspected  twice  by  the  County  Veterinary  Surgeon,  and  13  times  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

2.— MEAT  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

All  slaughtering  has  taken  place  in  the  Central  Government  Controlled  Slaughterhouse. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

Ex. 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

1218 

1200 

445 

13952 

2264 

Number  inspected  . 

1218 

1200 

445 

10000 

2264 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis — 
whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

8 

30 

43 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

145 

291 

8 

495 

10 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

11-9 

24-2 

1-8 

3-4 

0-41 

Tuberculosis  only  —  whole  car¬ 
cases  condemned 

5 

20 

— 

— 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

24 

36 

— 

— 

100 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

2-4 

4-6 

4-6 

Summary. 


Dui'ing  the  year  the  following  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption 
from  all  sources  : — 


Tons  Cwts. 

/1 6  Whole  Carcases,  37  Beasts,  43  Sheep,  6  Pigs, 


30  Calves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8  6 

Part  Carcases  for  localised  disease  ...  ...  ...  3  8 

I  Organs,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  14 

Total  ...  16  8 


lbs. 

11 

30 

67 

108 


Compared  with  1  ton,  10  cwts.  441bs.  in  the  previous  year. 


Total  number  of  animals  inspected  affected  with  disease  ...  1,215,  or  6 '3% 


3.— ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD. 

The  sampling  of  milk  and  action  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  are  undertaken  by  the 
W.R.C.C.,  whose  Inspector  reports  elsewhere  on  the  local  administration  of  the  Act. 


F.— PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(a)  NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

As  stated,  under  an  earlier  heading,  the  town  was  comparatively  free  from  minor 
infectious  disease.  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  invaded  all  schools. 

Influenza  caused  two  deaths. 
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Cancer  with  27  deaths  and  a  death-rate  of  2-07  compares  unfavourably  with  21  deaths 
and  a  death-rate  of  1'60  in  1939. 

The  sites  involved  by  the  malignant  disease  were  mouth,  gullet  and  uterus,  2  females  ; 
stomach  and  duodenum,  3  males,  4  females  ;  breast,  5  females  ;  other  sites,  6  males,  7  females. 

(B)  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES— INCIDENCE  AND  CONTROL. 


The  number  of  cases  notified — some  only  provisionally — their  ages,  removal  to  hospital, 
etc.,  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Diseases. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Ages — Y 

EARS. 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Under 

1 

1 

to 

5 

5 

to 

15 

15 

to 

45 

1  45 

I  and 

1  Upward. 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

10 

12 

4 

j 

20 

Diphtheria  . 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Enteric,  Ac.,  Fever  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

6 

— 

—  ' 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

_ 

— 

Ophthalmia  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

.  — 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1  _ 

3 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— , 

1  —  ■ 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  :  26  notifications  were  received,  compared  with  8,  7  and  11  in  the  previous 
three  years. 

Diphtheria  :  3  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  2,  14  and  10  in  the  previous  three 
years.  ^ 

With  regard  to  other  notifiable  diseases — in  fact,  in  regard  to  all — suffice  it  to  say 
only  56  notifications  were  received  durmg  the  year,  compared  with  a  total  of  172  in  1934, 
48  in  1935,  50  in  1936,  16  in  1937,  30  in  1938,  and  31  in  1939. 

Skipton  Isolation  Hospital. — During  the  year  82  cases  were  admitted,  compared 
with  66,  266,  292,  122,  111,  52,  116  and  89  in  the  previous  eight  years. 


District. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric,  Ac., 

Fever. 

Other. 

Total. 

Skipton  Urban 

20 

3 

2 

5 

30 

„  Rural . 

22 

11 

2 

4 

39 

Silsden  Urban . 

9 

2 

— 

2 

13 

Bacteriological  Examinations. 

'  The  County  Bacteriologist  reports  the  following  specimens  were  examined  in  the 
County  Laboratory  during  1940 :  Widal  reaction  7,  Sputa  for  T.B.  19,  Urine  f'^r  T.B.  5, 

Bio  Chemical  10,  Miscellaneous  16,  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  23,  Faeces  for  Enteric  8  ;  total,  88. 

• 

(c)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

In  accordance  with  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912,  a  register  is 
kept,  the  patients’  homes  are  visited  and  advice  given  as  to  the  precautions  to  be  adopted 
in  regard  to  ventilation,  sleeping  accommodation,  indiscriminate  spitting,  cleanliness  and 
above  all,  to  the  risk  of  infection  from  dried  sputum.  Disinfection  of  infected  rooms  is  carried 
out  on  removal  or  death,  and  on  the  return  of  patients  from  Sanatorium  or  Hospital  the  house 
is  again  visited  to  see  that  so  far  as  possible  treatment  is  continued  at  home. 
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Below  is  given  new  cases,  positive  or  suspected,  ages  and  deaths,  on  the  form  suggested 
by  the  Minister  of  Health  : — 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Period. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul. 

M 

F 

iM 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1  . 

1—5  . 

5  -10  . 

10—15  . 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

20—25  . 

— 

r 

— 

- - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  . 

35—45  . 

45—55  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

55—65  . 

4 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

" 

' 

Totals 

8 

3 

— 

— 

5 

3 

1 

— 

•  Death-rate:  Pulmonary  -60,  Non-pulmouary  0-07,  total  -67,  compared  with  -61,  -47, 
•38,  *38  and  -31  in  the  previous  five  years,  and  with  ‘70  for  the  Combined  District. 

New  cases  numbered  11  pulmonary  and  0  non-pulmonary,  i.e.,  11;  cases  removed  from 
the  register  on  account  of  death,  recovery,  left  district,  refused  treatment,  etc.,  were  9,  thus 
leaving  on  register  66,  made  up  of  46  pulmonary  and  20  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  taken  or  required  under  the  P.H.  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925,  relating  to  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade,  nor  under  the  P.H.  Act, 
1925,  Section  62,  which  empowers  certain  cases  of  Tuberculosis  to  be  compulsorily  removed 
to  hospital.  . 

(d)  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  (P.H.  Act,  1936,  Section  176). 

Apart  from  provision  by  the  County  Council  of  hospital  treatment  for  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  welfare  centres,  school  clinics  and  the  systematic  examination  of  school- 
children,  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council. 

G.— MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

At  the  Welfare  Centre  in  the  Wesleyan  School,  Water  Street,  a  Committee  of  ladies 
and  the  W.R.  Health  Visitor,  Nurse  Grieve,  continue  their  good  work.  Meetings  for  mothers 
and  babies  are  held  weekly,  a  clinic  being  conducted  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Anderson  on  each  occasion. 

The  infant  mortality  was  84,  compared  with  87,  30  and  56  in  the  three  previous 
years,  and  with  51  for  the  Craven  Combined  Districts  and  55  for  England  and  Wales. 

H.— EVACUATION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  SCHEME. 

A  Committee,  with  Councillor  Jones  as  Chairman  and  your  Inspector  (Mr.  Holmes) 
as  Billeting  Ofiicer,  devoted  much  time  and  energy  to  organising  a  satisfactory  scheme 
in  making  a  survey,  and  in  securing  volunteers  to  maintain  a  survey  of  householders  willing 
to  receive  evacuees. 


Information  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  we  had  to  find  accom¬ 
modation  for  600  mothers  and  children  from  the  London  area.  Of  this  number,  64  mothers 
and  116  children  arrived  in  October,  as  well  as  a  steady  stream,  averaging  50  per  week,  of 
civilian  evacuees  from  other  bombed  areas,  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Saturation  point 
was  thus  reached,  particularly  in  regard  to  adults.  In  addition,  notice  has  been  received  to 
provide  for  700  children  from  Bradford  in  the  event  of  further  enemy  action  there,  and  a 
request  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  find  accommodation  for  munition  workers.  How 
this  can  be  done  the  future  must  decide.  The  exercise  of  compulsory  billeting  powers  to 
equalise  the  burden  among  all  classes — both  working  and  upper  classe.s — was  imminent, 
but  so  far  has  not  been  put  into  effect.  Strained  relations  between  host  and  guest  would 
inevitably  result  when  compulsion  is  applied  and  every  effort  was  being  made  to  avoid 
this  contingency.  Acknowledgment  must  again  be  made  to  the  W.V.S.  organisation,  under 
the  control  of  Miss  Henderson  and  Miss  Preston,  for  generous  help  and  co-operation. 

Meanwhile,  record  of  payments,  cancellation  of  billeting  forms,  transfer  arrangements, 
etc.,  threw  much  additional  work  and  responsibility  on  the  billeting  officer.  For  this  it  is 
hoped  the  gratitude  of  parents  and  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Evacuating  Authorities  may 
be  freely  expressed. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  say  the  year  has  been  a  very  strenuous  one  and  my  indebtedness 
to  Mr.  Holmes,  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  valuable  assistance  in  maintaining  the  health 
services  in  the  town  in  a  high  state  of  efficiency,  greater,  if  possible,  than  ever.  The  work  done 
by  his  department,  and  the  preparation  of  a  report  on  the  same  high  standard  as  iu  pre-war 
years  cannot  be  sufficiently  emphasised,  especially  seeing  that  for  11  months  of  the  year 
he  was  without  an  assistant. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILL  SCATTERTY,  M.A.,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Keighley, 

July,  1941. 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE. 

BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  ETC.,  IN  1940. 


1 

England  | 
and 

Wales.  1 

126 

County  Boroughs 
and 

Great  Towns 
including 
London. 

148 

Smaller  Towns 
(Resident  ! 

Populations  | 

25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  Census) 

Craven 

Combined 

District. 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 

1 

Births : 

Liv6  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  j 

14-6 

160 

1 

1 

15-7 

12-4 

Still  .  ! 

0-55 

0-64 

0-55 

0-55 

Deaths  : 

All  Causes  . 

1 

14-3 

15-8 

12-8 

14-3 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Fevers 

0  00 

j 

0-00 

0  00 

0  00 

Smallpox 

Measles 

0  00 

0-02 

0-00  ; 
0-02 

0-00 

0  02 

0-00 

0  01 

Scarlet  Fever 

0-00 

0  00  ! 

0  00 

0  00 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diphtheria 

Influenza  . 

0-02 

0-06 

0-32 

0-02  i 
0  01 

0-29 

0-02 

0  05 

0-30 

0  01 

0  00 

0  08 

Notifications  : 

Smallpox  . . 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  . 

Enteric  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

0-00 

1-63 

116 

0  07 

0-33 

1-20 

0.00 

1-53 

1-29 

1  0-06 

!  0-36 

1-37 

0-00 

1-57 

1-21 

010 

0-30 

1-00 

0  00 

1-48 

0-28 

0  08 

0-30 

0-28 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 

55 

61 

-  54 

51 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  under  2  years  of  age . 

4-6 

5-9 

4-4 

001 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Others  . 

Total . 

Notifications  : 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ) 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e.  Live  and  Still). 

0-52 

1-64 

2  16 

11-9 

1 

1  .Not  av£ 

13-9 

ijilable 

9-7 

1- 3 

2- 6 

3-9 

3-9 

THB  CRAVBN  HBEALD  LTD.,  8KIPT0N. 


Skipton 

Urban  District  Council. 


